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0n 9-11-75 Sandy Smith, Time magazine, came by to see me and we 
discussed Ms article appearing in the 9-15-75 issue of Time magazine. I advised 
Mm that the article troubled me because for the first tune we have an allegation 
that any cover up which might have taken place could be an institutional coverup 
bv involvement of FBI superiors in Washington concerning the note. I was 
doubled because although our inquiries are not completed 

any evidence to this effect at this time, and I seriously question the accuracy of 
Ms article Further, if he did not act in good faith in preparation of the . 

and cannot back it u£ such could be construed as being malicious providing « ba is j 

for a charge of libel if untrue. i 

Mr. Smith reacted vigorously to my statements and stated that he had : 
received this information from 4, 5, or 6 separate officials present or former . < 

and he was certain that the information was true. I asked him if all of these 
sources if they exist, specifically claimed to have personal knowleoge, or ha 
just heard that such might be the case, or had heard Mr. Mote ‘ ^ ^ 

destruction of the note. He replied that only one of A hls . > * 

personal knowledge that Mr. Mohr told the Dallas Agents to destroy it, smu the 

other sources had varying degrees of knowledge concerning it> 

Since Mr. Smith would not identify his sources, I asked if he could 

“2 

tell their story^s the^ytMd^to^himw^ch^oM^^lewl^shw^e acted ^^^rn^ 

' ■ • • • ■ I asked him how he defined an official and he was somewhat reluctant 

-. to pin down 1 definition as specific defintttan “‘f] would 
; sources, tat would say they were^ve tte lejel of 5 Social ^ 
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fall somewhere In the range of a Special Agent Supervisor to a top official, either 
present or former. -r • 

I asked Mr. Smith why such individuals would go to him rather than 
advise the Bureau of their information either in person or anonymously, and he 
said they furnished the information to him obviously because they did not want to 
get involved with the Bureau. 

I told Mr. Smith that his statement the Bureau deliberately concealed 
what had happened from the Warren Commission raised serious questions as to 
Headquarters involvement and he said that some of his sources indicated that even 
Mr. Hoover knew about this, however, he did not include it in the article because 
there was a conflict between his sources in this regard and he confined his article 
to what the sources agreed on. 

Mr. Bassett has been advised of this information in order that this 
matter may be fully explored during his continuing inquiries. 
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